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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To distribute a protected software application from center 
service facilities 22 to a remote system 12 and to manage the distribution 
according to the community membership of a remote system user. 

SOLUTION: A business rule 118 is used to decide whether or not a specific 
identified user is allowed to access the protected software application from a 
specific remote site. A Web server 110 is so programmed that a remote system user 
can selectively access a resident software program through a network 80. The access 
is managed by a center policy server 114 according to users, system information, 
and community definitions stored in a database 116. The policy server communicates 
with respective Web servers through proxy modules 112 incorporated in the Web 
servers. A proxy module intercepts an access from a remote system user and then 
interfaces with the policy server. 
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